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ABPJDG-EB  CHROHOLOC-Y  OF  AGRICITLTUPJS^S  PART  IE  TTm  WAR 


The  follov/ing  incomplete  list  of  'Events  and  actions,  described  briefly  in 
chronological  o}*-ler,  should  enaci.e  the  reader  to  picture  the  part  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  has  played  \n  furthering  the  -"A-ar  efforts 

May  1940;    The  Department  of  Agricul-'oure  established  a  defense  committee 
under  the  Administrator,  rf  the  Rur^l  Electrification  Administration  to 
study  rural  defense  pov/fr  needs  and  po"';v'er  sources.    This  committee  cooperated 
with  the  other  agencies  of  the  G-overmaent  i'ii  early  defense  efforts  and  later 
in  problems  arising  out  of  the  -vmr» 

-  December  2  6,  1940;    The  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  foreseeing  that  the 
National'  Defense  program  would,  lead  to  increased  consumer  purchasing  pov/er 
called  for  the  expansion  of  the  hog-p: eduction  progi^m.    Inaioations  then  were 
that  the  spring  pig  crop  would  be  14  percent  beJ^oY:-  that  of  1940.  Th^ 
Secretary  asked  for  a  crop  at  least  as  large  as  Miat  of  1S40,    Such  a  1941 
spring  crop  was  produoec.    Increased  j^arketing  oi  beef  cattie  in  1941  was 
also  advised •  _  "  " 

December  51^  1940s    By  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  *;he  effort  cij  the  Forest 
Procl'ucts  Laboratory  at  Kadison,  Wisconsin,  v^as  orieited  to  defence -work« 
The  Laboratory  ,v/orks  on   food  s.ubstitute.?  for  critical  m.otals,  Yiroc4  in  air- 
craft construction,  ship- dng-rcontainer  supplies  for  Anny  ordna.nce,  and 
num.erous  other  ■'rB.r  problt-,ms  in  wood' util: zationi    Later,  the  Forest  Service 
also  carried  on  surve^^s  c.f  supplies,  prod.^ction,  and  wartimie  requirements 
for  the  primary  forest  pioducts,  _  . 

^^"£p]Ly-J»  1941_j    The  Lend -lipase  Act  -ms  signed. 

April  5,  1941;    Th.e  Secretary    of  Agriculture  announced  the  Food  For  Defense 
Program  designed  to  help  fanners  produce  the  I'jod  required'  by  new  foreign 
(Lcnd-Lease)  and  domestic  dei.,i^nd»    It  ms  also  L\nnounced  that  the  prices  of 
hogs,  chickens,  eggs,  and  daii-^y  products  would  b?  supported  through  Government 
purchase  programs.    This  price  support  was  authorized  03^  the  Steagall  ilmendment 
to  the  Act  extending  the  life  of  the  Coi-nmodity  Credit  Corpoii?.tion,  Riblio 
147,  77th  Congress, 

5^  1941;    A  letter  from,  the  President  directed  the  establishjnent  of  an 
Offict'  for  Agricultural  Diifense-  Relations   (later  Office  for  Agriculturalv 
War  Relations)  to  bri:-.g  into  comjnon  focus  the  consideration  of  farmers^ 
needs  and  problem.s  as  related  to  the  prosecution  of  the  defense  program  and 
later  of  the  -.;a.r,    It'wos  to  help  solve  famers*  difficulties  in  obtaining 
production,  equipment,  sr.pplies,  labor  transport  facilities,  and  storage 
Space  required  to  expand  production* 
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Ifay  6,   1941:     A  price-support  program  "was  announced  designed  to  expand 
the  pro  duct  ion  ■  of  certain  varieties  of  dried  beans.    A  statement  T.^as 
also  issued  .on  tomato  prices  in  the  effort  to  stimulate  production  by  , 
enabling  growers  to  get  more  equiteible  returns  for  their  crop, 

July  5,  1941 ;     The  field  forces  of  the  Department  in  each  •  State  ynd 
county  v/ere  organized  into  TJ.S.D.A.  Defense  Boards  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  chairman  of  the  State  and  county  A. A. A*   committees.  ■  The 
Boards  form  a  rallying  point  for  the  responsible  officers  in  each 
State  and  county  and  to  focus  the  efforts  of  the  Department  and  co- 
operating State  agencies  so  as  to  render  farmers  more  prompt  and  effi- 
cient aid  in  carrying  on  their  wa  r  a  ctivities . 

July  1941}-     The  farm  resources  of  the  Nation  xvere  surveyed  in  order  to 
plan  attainable  food-production  goals  for  1942, 

August  4,   1941;-     The  Secretary/-  of  Agriculture  announced  steps  for  pro- 
motion  of  oornmunity  food-preparation  programs  in  rural  schools  and  other 
community  centers,  as  a  part  of  the  national  defense  nutrition  program. 
The  plan  provided  for  ten  regional  conferences  throughout  the  United 
States  and  lending  of  money  for  equipping  nutrition  centers  through 
"t'lie  Rural  Electrification  Administration. 

September  8,   1941:     The  Food  For  Freedom  f a rrn -product ion  goals  for  1942 
we  re  a  nnounced,  * 

October  1941:     The  Boards  and  the  A. A. A,   county  and  community  committee- 
men canvassed  the  farms  and  helped  operators  frame  their  individual  1942 
production  plans  to  enable  'them  to  produce  their  proportionate  share  of 
the  fcirm- pro  duct  ion  goals., 

October  5,   1941:     Under  a  cooperative  agreement  vyith  the  Office  of 
Chief  of  PCngineers,  U.   S.  Amy,   the  Forest  Service  undertook  the 
topogmphic  manping  of  several  thousi;nd  square  miles  as  part  of  the 
Nation!-.l  Defense  Mapping  Program  of  strategic  a  r  et^  s  • 

October  23,   1941:     A  Nation-wide  program  for  the  repair  of  farm  machin- 
ery  w^s  outlined  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Boards. 

October  29,   1941:     A  fv-rm  s cn^p-col  1^^ ction  campaign  vrus  intiugurated  by 
a  letter  from  the  Secreta2:'y  addressed  to  the-  Boards, 

December  7,   1941:'     Following  the  att'-ck  on  Pef.rl  liarbor,  numerous  Forest 
Service  lookout  st-.tiens  were  immediately  mtvde  a  part  of  the  Army  Air- 
craft WE'.ming  System.     In  a  letter  to  Secrett^ry  of  Agri  culture "  on  ■  ■  - 
January'  6,   1942,  the  Secretary  of  War  established  official  procedure 
for  placing  Department  and  State  lookout  stations  in  waraing  system. 
More  than  600  observe. tion  posts  novr  fLinction. 

December  13,   1941;     The  Department  was  reoi'gajiizcd  to  streo.mlinc  it  for 
tlie  vrar  effort.     Seventeen  of  its  agencies  xvere  combined  into  eight 
groups  the  heads  of  v;hich  oi\ly  reported  directly  to  the  Secretary  there- 
after.    The  Department  Vift-.r  Board  w£is  formed  from,  the  he^.ds  of  these  eight 
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r-goncies,  and  the  ■  staff  officers  heading  the  Office  for  Agri  cultural 
Defense  Relations,  the  Bureau  of  iigri  cultural  Economics,  .nd  the  Extension 
Service.     The  Agriculturtil  Research  Adninistration  ms  established, 

Decenler  19,  1941:     Goals  were  a  nno^jnced  for  tlie  1942  pack  of  the  four 
Drincipal  vegetables  canned  -  tomatoes,  peas,   com,  and  snap  beans.  The 
Department  also  established  fixed  prices  at  which  it  vrauld  purchase  the 
pack  from  processors  Vj'ho  had  paid  g;rowers  specified  rates  for  the  crops, 

Dece-m.ber  19-2C,   1941:     The  Nationc-.l  Garden  Conference  ivt.s  held  under 
-      the  joint  auspices  of  the  Depsirtment  of  Agriculture,  the  Federal  Security 
■  -agency,  and  the  .Office  of  Civilian  Defense, 

pTanuar;/  7,   1942;     The  Secretary  directed  thf^t  the  titles  of  the  State 
.and  co^onty  U.S.D.A,  Defense  Boards  be  changed  to  U.S.D.A.  War  Boards. 

'  .      January  16,   1942:     The  nev/  goals  for  1942  fc.rm  production,   revised  after 
.    December  7,  T/ere  announced,  placing  special  emphasis  upon  an  increased 
production  of  fi-ts  and  oils  by  grejxtly  increasing  acreages  of  soybeo.ns, 
peanuts,  and  flaxseed.     Price  support  i.nd  loans  xvere  made  available. 

March  8,   1942;     The  Forest  Service  and  iiic  Bure^.u  of  Plant  Industry  made 
j  o  int  annoLin  cement  of 'their  guayule  rubber  project  following  immediately 
the  passage'  of  appropriate  legislation  by  the  Congress. 

T.'l£;.y  8,   1942;     The  Secretary  made  a  statement  before  the  Subcommittee 
-.  •  of  the  Senate  Commdttee  on  Agriculture  ■  y.nd  Forestry  investigating  the 

.         •  uses  of  farm  crops  in  the  production  of  alcohol  and  s^Tithetic  rubber. 

He  advocated  the  uso  of  80  million  bushels  of  wheat  or  corn  to  produce 
alcohol  to  turn  into  220,000  tons  of  butadiene,  the  principal  ra^f  ma- 
terial for  240,000  tons  of  s\Tithetic  rubber. 

May  14,  1942;  The  Bureau  of  plant  Industry  i-nnounced  the  arrival  of  a 
sma  11  s hi pm.e nt  of  Russian  d^.ndelion,  (Kck-Saghyz)  seeds  which  were  te 
be  used  for  experimental  plantings  to  determine  where  the  plant  vrould 
best  grow  here.  *  *  *  *  The  Victory  Food  Special  program  m.s  announced 
designed  to  increase  the  consumption  9f  foods  in  temporaiy  or  sec-sond 
abund£>.nce  and  to.  divert  consum.ers  from  foods  more  bc^dly  needed  for  our 
armed  forces  and  our  allies,  '        .  - 

TjLy  19,   1942;     A  programi  v/as  t.dopted  designed  to  enable  canners  to 
operate  tit  m.t.ximum  production,  fc-rners  to  produce  c-t  cELpi.city,  y.nd  con- 
sumers t©  procure  carxned  vegetables  v/ithout  having  to  pay  extrem.ely 
high  prices.     Price  support  m.s  then  f-.nd  li.ter  given  to  twelve  canned 
vegetables  in  addition  to  the  four  mentioned  December  19  previously. 

Junie  5,   1942:     The  program  to  aid  producers  of  dehydrated  vegetables 
needed  by  our  armed  forces  and  for  lend-les.so  shipment  w.s  undertaken 
as  an  emergency  reset. rch  project  by  sever:-l  burec.us  of  the  i.gri  cultural 
Research  Administn-.tion, 


p  *  *  si=  A  Foodc  Requirements  Coimnittee,  T/ith  control  over  the  production  and  ' 
llocation  of  all  civilian  and  military'  food  supplies,  was  named  by  Chairman  Donald 
i.  ITelson  of  the  WPB,  with  Secretar^r  Wickard  as  Chairman ♦    It  was  intended  to  be  a 
.centralized  body  with  pov^er  to  direct  and  handle  the  wartime  food  problem  in  close 
coordination  mth  other  complicated  war-production  problems  #  ret  a  ry 

Tiokard  approved  an  agreement  between  the  Coiimiodity  Credit  Corporation  and  the 
'crest  Service  under  v/hioh  the  Service^  acting  as  the  Corporation's  agent^  would 
londuct  a  large-scale  enterprise  for  the  production  of  spruce  logs  suitable  for 
lirplane  lumber  from  the  Tongass  ]\[ational  Forest  in  Alaska^ 

June  9^  1942°    The  ^'hite  House  announced  the  appointment  of  a  Combined  Food  Board 
.compose a  of  Secretary  Wiclcard  and  Sona  Robert  H,  Brand,  head  of  the  British  Food 
lission,  to  effect  planned  and  expeditious  utilization  of  the  food  resources  of  th 
Jnited  Nations » 

Tune  50,  1942?    Secretary/  Yficl^^rd  allocated' to  the  Forest  Service  |223,000  from  the 
"orris -Doxe^r  Act  appropriation  to  establish,  in  cooperation  with  the  States,  a 
"  orest-products  m.arketing  service  for  farmers.    The  service  provides .  information  on 
le.rkets  and  assistance  in  m.arketing  operations*     It  encourages  cutting  of  forest 
roducts  needed  for  war  and  forest-m-anageraent  practices  that  will  effect  continuing 
production  and  returns  from,  farm  woodlands « 

July  20,  1942;    The  Administrator  of  tho    Rural  Electrification  Adr;dnistration 
lalted  aTT^oiist ruction  of  raral  power  lines  under -the  Federal  lending  program  in 
order  to  conserve  critical  materials  for  the  7/ar  effort, 

July  23,  1942;    Secretar^r  Wickard  announced  a  three~point  program,  to  help  allevia-te 
':he-  existing  mer.t  shortage*    The  prices  paid  for  m.eat  "by  the  Department  in  purchors- 
ing  for  Lend-Lease  shipm.ent  were  reduced;     local  adjustments  were  m.ade  to  try  to 
oring  prices  into  line  with  actual  costs  to  packers;    plans  vrere  formulated  to 
enable  packers  to  continue  operation    when  they  faced  the  necessity  for  suspending* 

lugust  1942*  The  Departmient  furnished  the  Signal  Corps  a  group  "of  its  rural 
iTe c t 'r i f i c a ^ i o n  engineers  for  construction  work  in  connection  Yfith  the  Alcan 
iighwa-^r„ 

iugust  7,  1942  ;    A 'program  of  C-over;-ment  aid  in  suppl^^ing  farm  labor,  set  up  by 
:he  War  Manpower  Commission  and  the  Department  was  announced*    It  was  to  be  managed 
Tf  the  Farm  Securit^r  Ad.ministration  in  cooperation  ?/ith  the  "vVar  Boards  and  the 
J,  S,  Rnplo^'Tnent  Seinriceo    It  included  paying  the  transportation  of  farm  7;orkers 
for  distances  exceeding  200  m-ilos;     standard  minim.um  v/ages;    an  educational  program. 
I  or  the  efficient  use  of  labor  in  Y/artim.e  food  production;     and  the  utilization  of 
.some  Canadian  and  Mexican  labor* 
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August  20,   1942;     Iv^chincry  Yul-'I  beon  set  up  for  trc.nspc rting  c.oiLestic 
fi^m  workers  into  r'.rc'-LS  where  seri  "^us  labor  shortt.£^^s  existed*  Concerted 
ef  forts -vere  being  mt.do  t?  rett.in  experienced  managers  on  fc-rins,  to  get 
industry''  to  recruit  its  Ic.bor  in  cities,  and  to  utilize  fully  the  under- 
enpl  :yed  wr  rkcrs  on  smc-11  fanily  fams  in  low-inc-ne  groups  providing 
•  Farm  Security  .-.dninistrat ion  lo-.ns.   *  *  *  *  The  Secretary  stated  that  he 
no  1  mger  felt  price  ceilings  on  livestock  should  be  prohibited  by  lavf 
until  Drices  rei'.ched  110  Dcrcent  of  Daritv  c.nd  that  he  hoped  for  the  re- 
peal  of  this  provisi  nn*-  '  -  '"  :  —   

August  28,   1942:  "      pricing,  marketing,  end  processing  progr-am  f^r  the 
major  oil  crops  v^-as  announcef-.  to  protoct  prices  to  farmers,  to  im.plement 
the  price  supports  -connounced  by  the  Department  as  t.n  inducement  to  fc.rmers 
to  increase  their  production  "'f  cottonseed,  peanuts,   soybeans,  t.nd  linsoed 
for  -^il,  and  to  -preserve  OP^i  ceiling  prices  on  ve-getable  ^'^il  products. 

September  1,   1942;     The  Sccrett.ry,  as  Chairman  of  the  F^'Ods  Eoquirements 
Committee,  announced  a  voluntary  meat-conservation  pr^-gram  to  be  followed 
in  ^lue  time  by  r--vti'^'ning .     The  c.movjnt  of  meat  that  packers  could  sell 
into  civilitn  trade  Y/as  limited.     Civilians  were  asked  to  consume  no 
more  than  2-g-  pounds  per  person  nor  week  of  pork,  beef,  veal,   Ic^mb,  and 
m.utton.  ' 

September  1942;     The  Department  -o-rinounced  a  diversion  and  purchase  prograin 
in  13  Status  t^'  encourage  the  packing  of  sauer  kraut  in  v/ooden.  containers 
to  prevent  a^  large  part  of  the  kraut  cabbagf?  cr  :p  from  g  "'ing  to  viraste 
for  lack  of  tin  to-  be  used  in  pack ii'^g  it,  •  ■     -  . 

September  17,   1942;     jr.  temporary  or'ier  prohibiting  the  sale  ;-f  new  farm 
machinery  c.nd  equipment,   except  as  specified  in  a  r^ti  ning  scht-me  govern- 
ing its  release,  v.-as  announced  c.nd  becf.me  effective  imnc-'iately,     kr.  OPA 
order  of  the  previous  day  had  delegated  t .)  the  Department  o-oathority  to 
rati-m  such  mr-chiner^^  and -equipment, 

OctTber  2,   1942;     The  Price  Stabilization  i-ct  v/as  signed,  Secti  ;ns  3  and 
8.,  of  v/hich  especially  c  -ncemcd  agricultural  commodities, 

October  7,  1942;     The  President  authorize^-,  the  Secret^^ry  to  increase- 
C  -mjo di ty  C re d i t  Corpori-ti  "^-n  iTUTi.  rates  on  cotton,  tobo.cc-o^-  rice,  and 
marketing -quota  peanuts  f r  -m  85  to  90  percent  of  parity. 

October  14,  1942;     G'-als  were  announced  co.lling  for  a  15-30  percent  in- 
crease  of  acrec-ge  in  carrots,  lima  beo.ns,.  sn^.p  beans,  and  onions,  c.nd 
for  the  same  acreage  as  in  1942  f:,^r  cabbage,  fresh  t -matoes,  beets,  and 
spinach.     The  f  oll-^wing  were  designt-ted  less  essential  or  nonessential 
vegetables  and,  as  was  announce'l  N.->vember  9,  their  acret.ge  should  be  re- 
duced 70-85  percent;     Cantaloupes,   cucur.ibers,  cauliflower,  eggplant, 
wutermel-^n,  bleached  celery,  head  lettuce,"  green  peppers,  t-.sparagus, 
artichokes.     The  Department  vn.ll  give  n^  aid  to  growers  of  these  in  ob- 
. taining  transD-^rtation,   labor,  fertilizers,   c-ntainers ,  c:nd  so  on.  On 
November  9  brocc-^li  also  was  a('ded  to  the  list    )f  vegetables  for  which 
the  acreage  is  t:^  be  maintained. 
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October  21,  1942:     The  Department  t^nd  the  OPA  jointly  announced  the 
corapletion  of      program   designed  to  prevent  increases  in  the  price  cf 
bread  t^nd  flour  to  i^merican  ccnsumers, 

October  28,  1942:     The  War  M^np  >wcr  CornLiissi  :)n  announced  a  brOad  program 
to  stabilize  employment  on  dt^iry,   livest~)ck,  and  pcmltirj  farrfiS,  imder  a 
directive  requiring  the  Selective  Service  System  to  c.sk  loc-^.l-  draft  boards 
to  grant  occupat i  "nt.-l  deferments  to  necessar^^-^  men  in  these  lines  for  whom 
replficements  are  unavailable.   *      *  *  x^ll  nevr  farm  machinery  ,;^nd  equips 
ment,   except  repair  parts,  wi.s  frozen  as  of  November  1  under  Temporary^ 
Rationing  Order  B  vdiich  v^ras  to  remain  in  effect  until  State  und  c  ^unty 
quotas  were  cstt.blishcd  as      basis  for  a  permanent  rationing  order.  The 
Department  and  the  State  Yifar  B.x.rds  were  to  establish  these  quotas.  On 
December  31  the  freeze  v^ras  rcleasedi,  t.nd  farmers  thereafter  required 
purchase  certificates  to  bu;-'  ^onder  rationing. 

November  10,   1942;     The  War  Mc-.npower  Comr^issi^n  issued  a  directive  to 
Government  agencies  putting  int ")  effect  its  program  for  conserving, 
training,  and  recruiting  labor    -n  di-.ir^^,   livestock,   and  prmltry  farms. 
The  program  g'^t  under  way  v.-xporimentally  by  N'^vcmber  22,  the  F^^rm  Security 
Administration  hL.ndling  it.     Recruits  vrcre  to  be  trained  o.t  State  colleges 
ancl  then  placed    m  jobs,   the  U.  S.  Employment  Service  co.-.porating  in 
selecting  f^.mxilies  to  be  moved,     Trtaisp' irtc.ti  m  is  provided.     YJ'ritten  con- 
tract agreements  between  empl^;-ers  and  workers  arc  required.     The  program 
is  to  help -get  low-inc-^me  farm  families  into  prorluctivc  agricultural 
empl:;yment. 

November  17,   1942;     ¥ith  funds  provided  by  the  Office        C  lordinator  of  ' 
Inter-j^]iericc.n  iiffc.irs,  the  Forest  Service  undert--i:k  tr^^pical  timber 
studi.(..s  in  Centrcl  ant".  S  ^uth  ixmeric-.n  countries  t     jbtc.in  information  on 
forest  pr-'ducts  s  >urc'..s,   supplies,  ..nd  uses  f "r  v/t.r  ship-buil''.ing,  mili- 
tary c-nstraoti  )n,  and.  othv_r  WL.r  need.s.     Departmtn-t  f  ")r'..,sters  alroc.dy  were 
making  -a  survey  "^f  quinine  sources  in  C'^l^nbia, 

December  1,  1942;     The  1943  Agi'icultural  ±idjustment  iigency  pr'.)grc.m  w^.s 
i-..nn o un c e d  . p  1  c i ng,  special  emphc.sis  on  WL.r  crops  with  payment  deducti-ins 
•n  fc.rms  failing  t"  meet  Wo.r-pro ducti-n  gouls.     Fc-rmers  are  t^  make  war- 
time crop  ailjustments  and  t.lso.  t)  a.\  )pt  o^pproved  s-^il  c -^nservution  prac- 
tices t^  ensure  increo.sef^.  ucre  ya-el('s  and  protection  of  thu  soil. 

December  5,   1942;     Thu  President  .issued  j.n  Executive  Order  placing  re- 
sponsibility  for  the  entire  national  wL.rtime  f  ^od  program  up  ^n  the  Secre- 
tary  "^f  .^agriculture  v;ho  wi.s  directed  to  L..scert;-in  needs,  f.^rmulate  and 
implement  programs  to  fill      ..em,  assign  f-rvd  pri  ^ritios  and  m.ake  all-^ca- 
tims,  take  such  steps  as  roquired  to  effect  the  efficient  and.  proper 
distribution  of  the  available  f  )-d  supply,  t-nd  purchase  and  procure  food 
for  Federal  agencies, 

December  9,  1942;  i.n  American  chedd.ar  cheese  subsidy  program  m^s  announcec 
to  expano-  proi'uction  by  increasinr,  "the  returns  t  )  farmers  wh^  ship  milk 
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^  to  chof  Sfc  fuctories.     Under  the  pro^'rt.n  tho  Govcrnmeut  purchases  £.._11 

such  cheese  delivered  by  factories  ut  u  fixed  price  ■o.nd.  then  sells  it 

^  back  to  the  factories,  without  effectinr  physical  trc...nsfcr,  at  2  Z/^x  cents 

less  per  pound  than  the  purchase  price.     This  should  enable  fc-.ctories 

•  to  pay  farmers  a  price  tht.t  vdll  attn.ct  milk  for  tho  needed  increase  in 

•  .cheese  production  and  yet  prevent  a  rise  in  price  to  cmsui.iers, 

December  10,   1942;     The  Department  of  Ar^ri culture  yv-s.s  reorf-anized  to 
facilitate  the  carrying   ^ut  of  the  national  food  prorram  entrusted  t:  the 
-Secretary ■ on • December  5.     The  activities  of  the  Department  were  in  the 
laain  f;rouped  intr  a  F."r:''d  ProductiDn  x.''mini st ration,  a  Food  Distributi-m 
iif'mini strati  Ti,  and  .an  Ar:ri cultural  Research  ^^dnini st ration,  the  functi?ns 
of  the  C^nmo'iity  Credit  ■  Coro^rtiti  n,  the  Forest  Service,  a  r^d  the  Rural 
Electrification  Adriini st nation  remaining  essentially  unchcnged.  There 
also  transferred  to  the  Department  certain  personnel  and  equipment 
from  the  Y^PB  and  0C2fe     The  i^fri  culturd  Y\Car  Board  was  reduced  to  8  admin- 
istrative £.nd  staff  officers, 

Decerd:er  17,  1942:     There  Y^as  announcec'  a  three-way  c  :  ■operative  prorram 
if  the  CCG  with  fl-^ur  millers  and  'listillers  t-.^.  increase  th.;  production 
■-^f  industrial  alcohol  for  v/ar  purposes  by  the  use  '  f  Government-owned 
whcL-.t,  perhaps  50  million  bushels,  which  was  t-  -bo  solr^  to  millers  for 
jnanufacture  into  (;rtvnular  f:;m,  a  f ree-f lowinf,  harci-v/heat  flour,  for 
resale  to  distillers, 

December  lb',   1942;     The  Secretury  apo-^ntc  d  the  F^^od  a-.'-visjiy  C'^'miViittee 
thus  aut cmiaticc.lly  abo.lishinr  the  F  ods  Requirements  C 'T.ii;j.ittee , 

Decem_ber  24,  1942;     The  1943  CCG  l-^an  and  purchase  prof.ram  for  the  .^lum 
naval  stores  crop  v^.-.s  announced.     The  pr -'^'ram  is  to  be  made  avt.ilable 
■thrv)u;h  the  ij-.ierican  Turpentine  Fi-rm.ers  jiss  -ciution  cr^  -perative  to  pro- 
ducers who  comply  \7ith  the  1943  Kav^.l  St'o^res  C-nservt.tim  Proj'ram  of  the 
i.fricultural  j.djustment  ixf^ency  tjid  the  Forest  Service, 

December  30,   1942;     F)od  Di stributi'^n  Order  1  wt-s  issuoa,  effective 

Jt:nuc-ry  18,  t:  help  prevent  t,-  rise,  in  the  price  of  brea;i  to  c  onsumers, 
to  conserve  bread  supolics  and  critical  materials  us^^d^'by  bakers,  to 
effect  ■savinj;-;;s:  of  .labor  and  equipment  in  the  bakin:-  .invdustry,  t-nd  to 
.safeguard  the  nutritional  valu9  of /:)ur  bread.  . 

Decem.ber  31,,  1942;     It  w-s  tain  lunced  thi^t  the  F  -od  Stamp  Plan  would  be 
suspended  LS:;rch  1,  1943,  but  that  the  Sch^-l  Lmich  and  Scho-l  Milk 
'l  Plc.nS  xv.-ojld  remiuin   ';perative.  -  . 

.0  ■  •   ■ 

January  4,  1943:     It  YJi-.s  announced  tht.t  the  tot^.l  civilian  per  capita 
consumpti^m  of  canned  po  'ds  v^r  )uld  ranpe  between  35.4  and  40.3  p:^'Unds  in 
1943;  this  incluc'es  comimercially  canned  fruits  und  vopetables,  cunned 
soups,  baked  beans,   and  canned  baby  food. 
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Janut-.ry  6,   1943:     F')'.)d  Distributi-,m  Order  No.  2  was  issued  uirccting 
crGr-'.mery  butter  rx.nuf ticturers  t set  t-side  30  percent  of  their  monthly 
producti  )n,   if  they  produced  m)re  tht-n  12,000  p'^unds  in  uny  m.mth  the 
past  year,  f'"^r  direct  wtir  purp  )ses,  bej;  inninr  Februt'.ry  1.     About  tv/o-thir 
of  the  butter  so  set  aside  [:oes  t^^  the  armed  forces.  *  *  *  *  An  order 
mis  als^'^  issued  to  ensure  an  adequate  supply  of  citrus  fruit  juices  for 
direct  war  requirements  and  so  timinr;  the  distribution  of  civilian  sup- 
plies that  canned  f,rapefruit  juice  virould  be  available  when  fresh  fruit 
supDli:s  were  seasonably  low.     The  productim  of  all  citrus  juices  ex- 
cept unc mcent rated  grapefruit  juice  was  reserved  for  Wc.r  requirements 
and  earners  were  prohibited  from  selling;  unc -n  contra  ted  f.rapefruit 
juice  till  after  the  end  of  March. 

Januc.ry  7,  1943:     Machinery  v/as  established  t'"^  deal  with  temporary  local 
food  shortaj:;es  arisinr  f rum  maldistribution  of  supplies.     State  and  area 
comiaittees  xvere  beinf;  .')rr'anized  under  the  F'od  Production  iidmini  strati  on 
to  handle  critical  supply  problems,  to  determine  the  causes  of  local 
shorta^^es,  and  to  recommend  steps  to  prevent  recurrence.     Trade  ^;roups 
cooperate.   ■ 

January  8,  1943:     Pr-^visi-^n  v/as  made  to  permit  farmers  in  the  c  :)mmerciixl 
corn  area  to  ovcrplco^it  their  c  o  rn  a  llotments  Y^ith-ut  pen  a  Ity,  provif'ed 
they  had  already  planted  their  f:oal  of  such  v/ar  crops  as  hemp,  flax, 
s-^yboans,  dry  beans,   dry  peas,  ^nd  ln-y  and  pasture  for  livestock.  _  The 
Department  i-.ls:)  announced  it  vir-^uld.  support  the  price  of  barley  fr'^m  the 
1943  cr''p  ut  u  level  equal  to  its  feeding  value  in  relation  to  corn*  ^ 

January  12,   1943:     Fo.od  ^distribution  Order  N      6  Wc.s  issued  requiring 
citrus  fruit  handlers  in  California,  Floridc'.,  Texas,  and  Ariz  ma  to -set 
aside  specified  quantities  of  lemons,  !;rapefruit,  limes,  and  orah^jes 
except  t£>.n(:erines,  for  processin^^,  to  effect  maximum  utilization  of 
existing-  facilities  for  the  production  of  citrus  juices,   especio-.lly  con- 
centrates, for  War  requirements.   *  *  *  *  This  was  Farm  Mobilization  Day 
by  Presidential  proclam.ation. 

January  17,   1943:     Secretary  Vfickt-rd  announced  the  Department's  policy 
on  the  em.pl oyment  '^f  dollar-a-year  men;  if  emrolnyed,  they  can  have  no 
administrative  responsibility  or  authority  but  must  be  assigned  to  a 
c-.msultant '  s  panel.   *  *  *  *  Increased,  acreages  of  p  ->tatoes,  dry  beans 
and  fresh  truck  crops  were  asked  under  a  producti'^-payment  pro^-ram 
for  plant in[  s  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  110  percent  of  the  reals, 

January  19,   1943;     F  >od  Distributi^ -n  Order  No.   8  was  issued  on  the  use 
of  milk  tnd  milk  products  for  the  civilian  production  of  ice  cream.  A 
cut  to  65  percent  of  the  quantities  used  for  this  purpose  during  the 
period  December  1,   1941  to  November  30,  1942,  xvas  ordered  to  save  milk 
enouf.h  to  produce  97j-  milli  m  pounds  of  butter  and.  68  milli  m  pounds  of 
dry  skim  milk  per  year. 

January  20,   1943:     The  Selective  Service  Burei.u        the  V/ar  Manpower 
Comriission  announced  liberalizuti  on  of  the  requirements  for  a^-ricul- 
tural  deferments.  *  *  *  *  Food  Directive  No,   1  v/as  issued.     It  stated 
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that  consum.er  rcti  ~n.in(:  of  fruits,  fruit  juict-s,  vc^-ettiblcs,  vej-e- 

table  juices,   soups,  t^ncl  baby  foods  huC  alrttdy  betn  authorizoo,  ins'^-ft.r 
as  thoy  vrere  packed  in  hermetically  sealed  containers  of  any  type  and 
heat  sterilized,   or  were  frozen,   drie^i,  or  dehydr£'.ted.     The  foll.i-a/ing 
itens  were  included  in  the  Directive  tc  facilitate  the  -auiTanistrative 
preparati  :)ns  for  rationing,' when  necessary;     Fish,  shellfish,  jt.uis, 
jellies,  preserves,  fruit  butters,  pickles,   relishes,  &.nr'  canned  milk. 
Rationing  of  these  products  mis  not  asked  imnediately ,  *  *  *  *  The  War 
Production ,  B  j^rd  at  . the  request .  O'f  the  Department,   liberalize;!  its  rofu- 
lati'ms.  with  ref;ard  to  electric  service  extensions,  t'"^  farmers.  Under 
the  new  plan  farms  vjhich  meet  certain  requirements  can  obtain  electric 
service  for  increasing  food  production  by  securing  approval  of  the 
County  VsTar  Board..  ^       '       "  - 

January/-  21,   1943:     A/drive  wf-.s  announced  t-^  :;et  fam  families  t"^'  produce 
and  presei^'-e  as  much  as  p"^ssible  of  tht^dr  year's  food  needs.     It  ws.s 
hoped  that  30  milli  >n  tons  of  food  could  be  produced  by  them  for  heme 
supply  entirely  outside  c  )mmercial  transportation  systems  and  processing 
capacity.  *  *  *  *  additional  funds  :f  from  200  to  225  rrdlli  on  dollars 
were  made  available  at  the  county  level  throu[';h  the  Food  Production  ^id- 
ministration  us  credit  for  the  production  of -essential _ wartime  food  tn  d 
fiber,     Financinr  is  to  t-ke  place  throu^^h  the  Rer:ional  x.fri cultural 
Credit  Corpora. tion  of  Vircoshin£;tun,  D.  C,  which  is  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Farm  Credit  ^xfimini  strati  on,  ;-ind  vdll  be  sup-olementul  to  other 
sources  of  credit. 

Jo-nu:-ry  22,  1943 «     Secretary's  Memorandum  IIo.  1054,  Supplement  2,  v/as 
issued  which  made  some  further  chanres  in  the  orf ahiztition  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  facilitate  the  carrying;  out  of  the  national  food  pro<;ram.  Com- 
mittees on  Foreign  Purchase  unc.  Importati'-^n  •■■.nd  on  Domestic    runs porti-j-t ion 
were  created.   *  *  *  *  It  Wc.s  announced  that  the  harvest  of  Russif-.n  dande- 
lion roots  from  the  experimental  plant infs'  made  by  Forest  Service  D.nd 
the  tests  of  them  carried  on  at  the  Ecistem  Re^ionul  Research  Laboratory 
had  pro^^ressed  favorably, 

January  23,  1943;     Food  Distribution  Order  No,   11  Wc~s  issued  to  effect 
milk-marketing:  economy,  to  eliminate  packa^:es  below  one  quart  deliver- 
able to  consumers,  t  :  limit  larre-soale  purchasers  to  two  handlers 
unless  they  buy  in  excess  of  300  quarts  from  each,  and  to  enforce  other 
procedures  to  render  m.ilk  marketing  more  efficient  and  economical. 

Janu;^ry  25,   1943:     Unified  rc^sponsibility  for  supplyini.'  labor  for  war 
production  on  farms  wus  fiven  to  the  Secrctc-ry  of  Agriculture  by  the 
Chaiman  of  the  Wur  Manpower  Commission,  consolido.ting  functions  pre- 
viouslv  uivided  betv/een  the  United  States  EtT.r-lovment  Sei-vice  and  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.     Operating,  resp  "'nsitility  for  recruiting  and 
placing  farm  labor,  the  determine t ion  of  needs  and  i.reus  of  supply,  the 
transportation  of  furm  'workers  to  shortage  uri.o.s,  and  the  determination 
of  vxar-essenti'-l  crops  were  thus  br  )ug^ht  togethe  r    in  the  Department 
v/-hich,  under  a  previous  directive  from^  the  Director    ^f  Economic  Stabili- 
zation, -c-lso  hus  responsibility  for  dealing,  with  farm  Wo.ges, 
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JanuL.ry  26,  1943;  An  incentive -payment  progrtmi  wus  t^nnounced  to  obtain 
greater  production  of  sweetpotatoes ,  soybeans,  grain  sorghums,  peanuts, 
flax,  and  dried  peas.  The  payments  are  to  total  100  million  dollars 
and  are  to  bo  made  to  farmers  who  produce  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  100 
percent  of  their  f;oals.  The  £^:oals  were  at  the  same  tine  increased,  the 
incentive  payment  beinr,  offered  to  compensate  farmers  for  their  added 
costs  in  achieving  the  increased  g^oals, 

January  27,   1943:     The  School  Lunch  Program  was  so  changed  that  here- 
after  sponsoring  or^';anizations  will  purchase  food  supplies  from  local 
merchants  and  fanners  and  be  reimbursed  by  the  Food  •i-'istribution  Admin- 
istration, *  *  *  *  A  program  wtis  announced  to  increase  the  acreage  of 
designated  truck  and  vegetable  crops  for  fresh  consumption.     The  crops 
included  carrots,   snap  beans,  lima  bec:.ns,  beets,  tomatoes,   cabbage,  onions, 
and  green  pe£.s  rrovm  for  fresh  consumpti.^n.     Incentive  payments  will  be 
offered  for  plantings  in  excess  of  90  t.nd  up  to  110  percent  of  goals, 
and  also  for  planting  two  successive  crops  on  the  same  acreage  during 
the  period,  February  1,  1943-'-September  1,  1943 » 

Jti-nu^^ry  28,  1943:     The  Department,  through  the  Commodity  Credit  Corpora- 
tion, offered  special  price  support  t'o  growers  of  tomatoes,  peas,  sweet 
corn,  and  snap  beans  for  processing.     It  vdll  purchase  the  output  of - 
processors  certified  to  have  paid  specified  minimura  prices  to  growers, 
and  then  resell  to  the  oanners,  at  prices  to  be  announced,  at  a  discount 
sufficient  to  permit  them  to  pay  the  growers.     Growers  must  contract 
mth  certified  cunners  to  assure  thcmsolves  of  price  support,  F^.rmers 
wore  urged  to  contract  for  all  acreag,e  necessary  to  enable  processors 
to  operate  at  capj-.city.  ■  . 

January  30,   1943:    A  supolemental  price-support  progn.m  was  announced 
to  increase  the  acreage  of  dried  peas  by  the  use  of  incentive  payments, 

January  31,  1943:  im  additional  three  million  cases  of  evaporated  milk 
ViTas  released  to  civilian  consumers  from  stocks  held  by  the  Food  Distri- 
bution ivdmini  st  rat  ion . 

February  3,   1943:     It  was  announced  th£.t  the  price  of  potatoes  would  be 
supported  at  92  percent  of  parity  in  order  to  increase    .production  to 
fill  vj^irtime  demands, 

February  5,  1943;     a  progrt:.m  of  special  advances  was  announced 
to  encourage  the  additi')nal  ^/r .^/.luction  of  q^ecif led  war  crops,  and  to 
insure  producers  against  l'":)ss  on  high-risk  crops  or  crops  they  would  ' 
not  otherwise  undertake  to  grow.     The  advances  will  be  extended  thr.'iugh 
the  county  Vifar  Boards  and  the   Regional  i.gricultura  1  Credit  Corporation 
of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration.     The  following  crops  were  specified; 
Potatoes  where  the   farm  g,oal  is  3  acres  or  m^re,   soybeans  for  beans,  flax 
for  seed  or  fiber,  peanuts  to  bo  harvested  and  picked,   hemp  for  seed  or 
fiber,   dry  beans,   dry  peas  excluding  v/rinkled  v;.rieties,  castor-beuns, 
tmatoes,   snap  betms,   limii  beans,   peas,   carrots  for  processing  or  fresh 
sale,   cabbage,   sweet  com,  and  tf.ble  beuts,  the  las't  three  for  processing 
only. 
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February  6,  1943:     Southern  farmers  Yrere  asked  to  plo.nt  .£;s  much  of  their 
1945  farm  cotton  allotments  as  possible,  thuuf;h  not  to  'exoccd  them,  after 
meeting;  special  war-crop  noals.     This  is  to  increase-  yields  of  cottonseed 
oil  and  meul  and  cotton  1  inters.   *  *  *  *  F,)od  I'istrihuti on  Order  No.  14 
v^'.s  issued  reserving;  25  ^.oercont  of  the  peanut-oil  producti-m  ut  the  point 
of  refining  to  assure-  adcque^te  quantities  for.  essential  war  uses, 

Fcbruai-y  7,  1943:     Cooperative  arrangements  xvere  announced  Vvrhereby  the 
basic  food  research  needed  by  the  Army  Quartermaster  Corps  und  the  Navy 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts  can  be  c-mductcd  by  the  i-^r ricultural 
Research  administration.     Two  c  insulting;  committees  were  t.  p^v^inted  to 
cooperate  vj-ith  and  advise  the  Director  of  the  iiR/i,   one  consisting    of  out- 
standing: experts  in  nutrition  and  the  other  of  food-processing-industry 
research  personnel,  ■      '  " 

February  8,   1943:     The  Cheddar  cheese  industry  wl,s  directed  to  set  --.side 
fine -half  of  its  monthly  production  for  direct  war  use  under  F-^od  -"-^istri- 
bution  Order  No.  15  which  becomes  effective  February  15.     D  '^mestic -c -^nsump 
,tion  of  c.ll  cheese  by  civilitms  is  pxpccted  to  be  appr-Dximately  f  ^ur- 
fifths  of  'the  1941  c.:nsumT>tlon.     Manuft.cturers  of  loss .  than,  8, 000  pounds 
of  Cheddar  monthly  o,re  not  included.     Prospective  per  c£'.plta"c^ns-umpti  on 
for  1943  is  ,4.8  -rounds  as  compared  v/ith  6.4  in  1942,  about,  6  in  1-938-39, 
5.3  in  1935,  and  a  1935-39  average   -f  .5.6  pnmds.   *  *  *  *  The  Secretary 
issued  a  directive  delegating  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  respon- 
sibility for  the  catching,  harvesting,  and  processing  of  fish  and  resui^-^ 
ing.  t:  the  Department  of  Agr icultur---.  the  --/artim.e  functions  of  allTCt^tion, 
reserve. ti  on  limitation,  Federt^l  procurement,  an.l  cont^in^r  supply.  The 
Fish  t.nd  li'Jildlife  Service  .und  th<^  FDA  will  W'.irk  in  close  co  ^(peTation,  ^ 
*  *  *  A  goul  of  18,000,000  Victor^/  Garilens  wt-.s  set  up  as  compared  with 
15^,000,000  in  1942, 

February  9,   1943:     An  Inter-Agcnc^/  F-^od  Procurement  Committee' wa's"  created 
consisting  of  representat.ives  of  principal  G'.wernment  agencies  buying 
fo-id  for  war  'purposes.     It  consists  of  members  fr'^m  the  F--^od  -distribution 
iidmini  strati  on,  the  Director  of  v/hicii  is  Chairman,  the  Yfar  Department, 
the  Navy  Department,  the  Marine  Corps,  the  Vetert.ns^  administration,  the 
War  Production  Board,   the  Board    )f  Economxic  l/»/arfare,  the  Office  nf  Price 
Administration,  and  the  C-^nmodity  Credit  Corporation, 

February  14,   1943:     The  program  designed  t^^  mobilize  m^re  tho.n  3-|-  million 
workers  to  hel^^  ft-rm.ers  meet  the  Nation's  increased  fo,;d  i-nd  fiber  re- 
quirements for  1943  w£-s  ann  ounced.     This  progn.m  complies  with  the  War 
Manpovirer  Corimission' s  directive  assigning  the  Department  reso'^nsibility 
for  ff.rm  labor.     It  is  designed  to  provide  year-r^■-und,   seasonal,  and 
emergency  ha  I've  st  workers, 

February  17,  -1943:     The  castor-bean  seed-nroduction  program  mis  announced, 
designed  to  produce  a  st'jckoile  of  approximately  3  million  p^un'.ls  of 
pure  variety  castor-beans  f  ;r  pl'-Xiting  ourposes. 
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February  20,   1943:     At  the-  Secretary's  request  dry  edible  beans,  clry 
peas ,  lenti  Is ,  i~nd  ciehydre-t  ed  and  dr^^  soups  were  added  to  the  list  of 
foods  to  be  rationed  to  consurrL'^rs  by  the  OPA  bef:innin{r  March  1,  be- 
cause of  heaver  demands  by  our  armed  forces  v.rA  the  Russian  Army  for 
dry  beans  and  dr^r  peas, 

February  23,   1943;     The  Department  of  Agriculture  t-.nd  the  Office  of 
Education  announced  their  joint  campai[;n  t:)  recruit  from  500,000  to 
650,000  Victory  Farm  Volunteers  amon^";  n  m-farm  youth  to  do  farm  work 
during-  the  Si^rinr  and  summer  m.mths,     ■'-hese  "will  be  nart  of  the  U.  S. 
Cr  :»p  Corps.   *  *  *  *  liiheat  market inp,  quotas  were  suspended  in  a  move 
to  insure  adequate  food  and  feed  supplies, 

March  1,   1943:     An  Afp-'i cultural  Lab-^r  i.diainistrati -^^n  v/as  created  in  the 
Department  to  be  responsible  for  the  development  and  direction  of  tl  1 
phases  of  its  farm  lab^r  propram.     It  took    ^ver  such  work  previously 
carried  on  by  the  A^^ricultun.l  Lab  ^r  Branch  of  the  FFA,  tmd  mil  inte- 
iPrate  farm  labor  V\rork  d  me  by  the  FDA,  the  ?SA,  .and  the  Extension 
Service,  ^or  elsexvhere  in  the  Departr.ent. 

March  5,   1943:     A  three-7>  \int  pr-.igram  t  d  orevent  black  mt^-rket  operati-^ns 
was  announced  as  ^^art  of  a  nati  mal  meat-manapoment  olan.     It  involved 
livestock  slauphter  undier  a  permit  system;   comolete  records  of  all  opera- 
tions of  slaughterers ;  an'l  the  settinp  aside  for  wr^r  use  of  designated 
■percentapes  of  their  pirduction  by  slauphtercrs  n-)cratinp  under  Federal 
inspection. 

March  8,   1943:     It  was  announced  th-t  farm  families  enlisted  in  the 
1943  f'jod  production  prof;ram  mil  bt;  awarded  a  Certificate  of  Ff^rm  l/Var 
Service  in  rec^pnition  of  their  efforts, 

March  10,   1943:     Ann-^uncement  was  made  of  a  meetinp  -^f  fatty  oils  manu- 
fi-cturers  vdth  Department  re-oresentatives  in  Washinpt.m  to  discuss  Ways 
and  means  of  combating  the  shortape  of  fats  and  oils;  the  expansion  of 
tall  oil  refininp  capacity  wus  oropc^.sod,  this  beinr  a  pulp.w.-^od  by-product 
which  can  be  used  as  an  "extender"  of  fats  and  oils. 

March  11,   1943:     The  Secretary  auth'-.rized  the  OPa  to  institute  rationing 
of  meats,   edible  fats  and  v,'ils  including  butter,   cheese,  tmd  canned 
fish  on  or  beftjie  April  1. 

March  13,   1943:     A  " jri ce-supo-ort  'prop-ram  to  facilitate  increased  pro- 
duction and  processing  of  canrLing  vegetables  in  1943  ms  announced, 
superseding  the  ^orogram  annoui^ceil  January  28  last.     The  program  assures 
farmers  20  to  50  percent  higher     rices  f  :;r  their  cr^'^ps  than  in  1S42. 
and  protects  canners  against  losses  due  t^  incretvSed  cost  of  rav/  oroducts. 
Crops  involved  are:     T^mat^es,   sweet  com,   snap  bec'ns,  groenpeas,  lima 
beans,  beets,   carrots,  and  cabbage  ff)r  kraut.     CCC  will  buy  raw  materials 
from  canners  to  supoort  nrices  and  then  re-sell  to  them' at  1942  prices. 
OPA  collab''^ rates  with  the  Department  in  the  progrem. 


March  16^  1943 ;  The  Standing  Agricultural  Coinraittee  of  Canada  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  consisting  of  officials  of  both  countries,  vras  established 
to  coordinate  production  and  distribution  policies  of  the  t^-;o  countries. 

March  23,  1943;    Food -Distribution  Order  40  -'.'w.s  issued  providing  that  all  shell 
eggs  in  cold  storage  on  May  31  shall  be  set  aside  for  governmentp.l  agencies » 
This  -was  done  on  the  bas.is  of  information  that  storage  had  so  increased  in 
recent  i^-eeks  that  the  hesivy  ruovenient  of  shell  eggs  into  storage  adversely 
affected  civilian  supplies.     Food  Distribution  Oi-*der  41  i.ras  issued  reserving 
the  entire  >1943  production  of  spray-process  dried  -^.mole  eggs  for  dslivor^;^  to' 
governmental  agencies,     It'als-d  lirited  production  of  frozen  and  liquid  eggs, 
dried  irolks,  dried  albumen,  and  pan-dried  whole  eggs  to  the  quantities  pro- 
duced and  sold  for  cominercial  use  in  1942,  but  it  mil  not  reduce  the  quantity 
of  such  products  available  for  civilian  use  below  the  civilian  consunption  level 
of  1942, ■  ,  ,  ■ 

March  24,  1945;    The  transfer  of  the  nutrition  Division 'of  the  Office  of  Defense 
Health  and  Welfare  Service  to  the  Depai-i:2r.ont ^s  Food  Distribution  Adninistrat ion 
was  announced, ■ pursuant  to  Executive  Order '9310,  issued  by  the  President  on 
March  9,    The  Division  will  fon?»  the  nucleus  of  a  rTutrition  and  Food  Conservation 
Branch  in  the  5DA,  v/hich  will  attempt  to  align  every  ld.tchon  in  the-lTation  with 
the  vjar  food  progrc..ra, 

March  26,  1945 ;    The  President's  E:-ocutive  Order  established  an  Administration  - 
of  Food  Production  and  Di:^^tribution  consolidating  the  former  Food  Production. 
Administre^tion  (except  Farm  Credit  Administration),  Food  Distribution  Admin- 
istration, Comjnodity  Credit  Corporation,  ,  and  Extension  Service.    The  iidLiin- 
istrator  of  Food  Production  and  Food  Distribution  -;.dll  hold' poT/ers  conferred-  - 
on  the-  Secretary/  by  the  Executive  Order  of  December  5,  1942,  including  those 
with  respect  to  fanri  manpower  and  labor.     The  Secrotarj'  will  continue  as  a 
member  of  HTPB,  chairm.an  of  the  Inter-Departmental  Cormnittee,  and  United  States 
roprcs'ontative  on  the  Combined  -  Food  Board, 


March  50,  1943 ;  The  Food  Distributio^i  Administration  a?inouncod  it  would  soon 
releaS'c  tv7o  million  cases  'of  canned  fruits  and  vegetables  to  augment  civilian 
supplies,  The  Rubber  Director  and  the  Sccretaiy  of  Agricult^Jire  jointly 

amjiiounced  that  tlie  G-uayulo  Emergency  Pubbor  Program  is  to  bo  curtailed  to 
'minimize  interference  vrith  food-crops  production.    Such  high-grade,  irrigated  , 
land  leased  but  not  already  planted  to  guajrule  will  bo  turned  back  to  o".-/ncrs 
or  subleased  for  food  production,    Ho  further  lands  will  bo  leased  for  the 
rubber  project.  - 

April  19,  1943;  A  supplement  to  Executive  Order  LTo,  9322  of  March  26,  nam.od 
the  new  Dopartm.ent  food  agenc^r  the  liar  Food  Administration  and  clarified  the 
powers  and  fianctions  of  the  Secretary/  of  Agriculture,  and  the  War  Food  Admin- 
istrator, 

April  30,  1945;     The  WA  announced  a  new  organization  under  a  deputy-  admin- 
istrator to  adm.inister  the  farm  labor  program,  •  - ' 


May  lOj  1945;    The  WA  established  an  Office  of  Materials  and  facilities  und^i: 
a  deputy  administrator  to  have  charge  of  all  programs  csoncerned  ¥\rith  supplies, 
machinery,  equipment,  materials,  and  facilities  us^d  in  producing  and  process- 
ing food.  *  *  *  The  ARA.  announced  that  apple  sirup,  which  its  scientists 
developed  to  make  use  of  off-grade  fruit  and  apple  waste,  -yvas  in  large-scale 
commercial^ production  and,  among  other  things,  was  being  used  by  the  tobacco 
industrjr  to  replace  glycerin  needed  in  making  explosives. 

May  _15,_  _1945_;    The  administrators  in  charge  of  food  production  and  food  dis- 
t r ibut "ion  act ivit ie s  became  members  of  the  Executive  Staff  of  the  WFA,  *  * 
The  ARA  announced  an  improved  method 'for  deh;^?drating  natural  American  Cheddar 
cheese  for  Lend-Lease  and  other  uses,  which  will  release  spray-drying  equip- 
ment for  drying  other  foods,  - 

May  17,  1945;    A  War  Meat  Board  was  established  to  facilitate  the  handling  of 
the  Nation's  meat  supply,  as  Yjas  jointly  announced  by  the  WFA  and  the  OPA. 

May  18,  1945;    The  ARA.  announced  a  new  type  of  lignin  plastic  which  can  be 
made'  from  farm  wastes  and  used  to  replace  metal  for  mo.ii}/  purposes,  including 
some  military,   'The  Northqm' Regional  Research  Lg-boratory  had  inado  the  plastic 
from  cornstalks,  wheat  stra?/,  flax  shives,  and  other  fibrous  materials. 

May  19,  1945;  The  "SITFA  sharply  reduced  the  quantities  of  canned  fn;.its  and 
vegetat/les  tho.t  canners  must  set  aside  from  1943  production  for  Government 
requirements , 

May  25,  1945;    The  War  Food  Administrator  asked  Governors  and  Coiiiniss loners 
of  Agriculture  in  flood-stricken  States  of  the  middle  Mississippi  basin  to 
moot  Yfith  his  porsona.1  repro3cp.tativo  on  May  26  to  formulate  a  joint  Federal- 
State  program  for  1945  food  production  in  the  flooded  areas. 

May  26,  1945;    The  WFA  and  the  ITPB  announced  a  pro/^ram  to  relieve  farmers*' 
lumber  needs  for  essential  repair  and  construction,  the  latter  extending  a 
AA-2  preference  rating  for  delivery  of  500,000,000  board  feet 'of  lumber 
during  June  to  Septem.ber,  on  authorized  purchase  certificates,  the  distri- 
bution phase  of  the  program,  being  handled  by  the  "A'FA,  *  *  *  *  The  "WFA  announced 
the  appointment  of  a  Director  of  Transportation  to  act  as  the  Administrator's 
direct  representative  in  coordinating  the  transportation  work  of  its  constituent 
agencies. 

May  28_,  1945;    The  TiTFA  announced  measures  are  being  provided  to  requisition 
idle  farm  machinery  where  necessary  to  make  it  available  for  purchase  by 
farmers  in  need  of  it  or  who  can  put  it  to  full  use,       *      *  The  Forest 
Service  announced  completion  of  experimental  plantings  of  four  selected 
strains  of  goldenrod,  totaling  650  acres,  as  part  of  the  emergency  rubber 
program. 

May  51,  1945 ;    Discontinuance  of  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  sales  of  wheat 
for  feed  after  May  51,  except  to  take  care  of  emergency  situations,  was 
announced  by  the  WA, 


JCihe  3,  1945;    The  Beverages  and  '-^'obacco  Division  of  the  "i^VPB  beoaine  part  of"  the 
¥FA,"its  fiTnctions  to  '  be  administered  by  the  FDA, 

June  16,  1943  J    The  WA  took  eiuergency  action  to  keep  oorn-processing  plants  ~ 
supplied,  with  corn  needed-  in  the  production  of  '^^'ar  products.    At  the  same  tine 
it  called  all  loans  on  the  1942  crop  corn,  loans  to  be  paid  or  the*  com  .delivered - 
to  the  CCC  not  later  than  July  15^  *  *  *  *  The  ARA.  announced  a  method  of  producing 
alcohol  from  7>rheat  without  the  add.ition  of  malt,  with  the  possibility  of 
•separating  protein  and  starch  at  the  beginning  of  the  alcohol  proo.eus»  •.''-If'^this 
could  be  done  commercially  at  low  expense,  a  liarge  quantity.'-  of  protein  for  livestcol 
feed  and . other  uses  could  be  made  available  before  distillation  instead  of  being 
recovered  from  distiller's  slop  as  at  present,  "  ■ 

June  23,  1943;  'An  Office  of  Labor  was  established  in  the  T'TFA  to  carry  out  all 
labor,  manpower,  and  wage-stabilization  programs  heretofore  carried  out  by 
various  agencies  of  the  Administration*  -.^-.r  ■  ..' 

June  25,  1943;  The  WFA  announced  requisitioning  corn  stocks  in  96  midTrestern' 
terainal  elevators  in  a  further  effort  to  get  corn  to  vital  processing  ..plants, 
the  supply  obtained  to  be  allocated  later  : by  the  Administration,- 

■ '  ■•■  •  >  ,     .,     ,  ,  . 

Julj'  8,  1945*    WA  announced  its  intention  to  purchase  canned  vegetables  -  tomatoes 
tomato  juice,  tomato  pulp,  tomato  paste,,  sweet  corn,  snap  beans,  green  peas,  lima 
beans,  beets,  and  carrots'  -  under  a  prico-suppoin:  pro.gram,   

July  13 J  1943;.  YfFjl  aianounced  the  1944  all-out  food-production  program  which  ■ 
involved  planting  380,000,000  acres  to  crops, 

Jul37-  2  6,  1943 ;  The  Secretarj"  announced  flood-restoration  loans  designed  to 
enable  farmers  to  put  their  flood -damaged  fcurm.s  back  into  cultivation  in  12 
midv/e  stern  and  southern  States,  ■•  .  ...... 

July  31,  l'943j    Food  Distribution  Order  71  was  issued  placing  a  tem/porar^^  embargo 
on  the  sale,  purchase,  and  processing  of  turke^rs,  to  enable  the.  a jrmed  forces  to 
secure  their  requiremonts , 

August  9,  1943  J  WFA  announced  the  all-ocation  to  civilians  ,  of  t?/elve  times  the  soya 
p r oduc t s  a va'ilab  1  e  last  year  to  strcngtheri  the  v.^.rt.imo  diet,. 

August  10,  1943;    Details  of  the  how,  over-all  program  for  licensing  livestock 
slaught e re rs , '  effect ive  August  15,  were  announced  by  IflfFA, 

August  14,  1943 ;    The  Food  Industries  Labor  Branch  was,  transferred  from.  FDA  to 
WA's  Office  of  Labor, 

August  18,  1943;    The  turkey  embargo  order  ".tis  tightened  by  amendment  __to  restrict 
-all  sales  to  civilians  after  August  21  until  the  armed 'forces '  requirement  for 
oversea  shipment  is  met. 
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August  24,  194-3;    TO'A  announced  a  potato  loan  program  to  insure  grovw'-er^  of  return 
as  high  as  the  support  prices  announced  at  planting  time  y/ould  provide,  and  to 
assure  orderly  distribution  of  this  year's  record  crop» 

Au.gust  25,  1945?    WA  established  the  National  War  Board. 

August  2  6,  1943!  The  Office  of  Tar  Board.  S ervices  was  established  in  ^[PA  under  a 
Director. 

August  50,  1945;    Attention  ivas  called  to  the  fact  that  Federal  standards  would 
require  a " liighe r  level  of  enrichment  in  the  manufacture  of  white  bread  after 
October  1,  in  conformitj^-  vjith  now  standards  for  enriched  flour  prescribed  under  tl 
Food,  Dn.igs,  and  Cosmetic  Act. 

Au gu s t  31,  1 943 !  The  butter  set-aside  quota  v/as  lowered  from  50  to  20  percent  of 
i?optem.ber  production. 

S er)t omb e r  1 ,  1 945 ;    Livestock  slaughter  quotas  were  suspended  for  two  months.  , 

S o^t emb e r  6 ,  1 943 ;    IfFA  announced  its  purahase  program  for  12  classes  of  1943- 
crop  dry  edible  beans , 

September  7,  19/^^8    ''^■^  announced  that  1,600,000  placements  of  vrorkors  had  been 
made  on  i^uiierican  farms  through  the  Government  farm-labor  programx  during  the  past 
four  months .  '  .      .  , 

Septem.ber  8,  1945;  1/?PA  authorized  the  Director  of  Food  Distribution  to  regulate  ■ 
expanding  fluid -mi  Ik  sales  through  a  s^.^stem  of  dealer  quotas. 

September  18,  1945;  It  vms  annoujiced  that  there  would  be  no  marketing  quotas  for 
the  1943  corn  crop. 

4  . 

September  24,  1945;    l/iTFA  announced  its  over-all  organizational  set-up*    It  T<ras 
made  clear  that  Department  staff  and  service  agencies  foiT'i  part  of  and  serve  the 
WA  just  as  they  do  the  USDA. 

October  1,  1945;    WFA  announced' the  general  provisions  of  a  payment  program 
eirfcctive  October  1-D.ecember  31,  1945,  to  protect  dairy  famiers  against  increases 
in  the  prices  of  dairy  feeds  above  the  level  of  September  1942. 

October  4,  1945:    Potatoes  were  named  a  national  Victory  Food  Selection,  October 
to  November  6,  -in  vie?/  of  an  all-t -:::ie-  high  record  crop  and  the  need  for  conservin 
part  thereof  in  homo  storage. 

October  6,  1945;    The  functions  of  7V"FA  And  CCC  mth  respect  to  the  procurement 
and  development  of  food,  food  machinery,  and  other  food  facilities  in  foreign 
countries  was  transferred  to  and  consolidated  in  the  Foreign  Economic  Admin- 
istration. 
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October  14,  1943:    WFA  announced  the  formation  of  an  Inter-Agency  Conmittee 
on  Po od '  f 0 r  VI orlcers  to  aid  in  the  program  of  providing  food  needed  by  industrial 
workers,  thus  assuring' the  highest  efficiency  in  prod.uction.     It  includes  repre- 
sentatives of  WFA,  WPB,  OPA,  and  miC,    The  Director  of  the  PDA  is  chairman. 

October  23,  1943:    By  General  Departinental  Circular  llo.  14  the  Administrative 
Council  and  its  ir'unctions  were  reconstituted*     Its  alternate  ci^airmen  are  noViT 
Assistants  to  the  Secretary  and  the  War  Food  Administration,     Its  other  members 
are  the  Directors  of  Finance  and  Budget  Office,  Personnel,  and  Information;  the 
Solicitor;     the  Chief  of  the  Office  of  Plant  and  Operations;     and  the  Land  Use 
Coordinator, 

October  2  9,  1945:    The  President,  by  Executive  Order  amending  previous  Order  IJo* 
9334,  made  the  Ylar  Food  Administrator  the  United  States  member  of  the  Com.bined 
Food  Board,  with  the  Secretary  as  neutral  chairman,  designated  both  officials 
members  of  the  War  Production  Board,  abolished  the  Food  Advisory-  Committee  and 
the  Inter-Agency  Allocations  Committee,  and  set  up  a  Food  Requirements  and 
Allocations  Committee  to  pass  on  all  domestic  and  foreign  claims  for  food  from 
U,  S«  sources  in'WAm    On  the  same  day  the  War  Food  Administrator  appointed  the 
Director  of  FDA  chairman  of  this  new  cominittee  and  also  designated  him  the  Admin- 
istrator's personal  representative  and' deputy  on  the  Combined  Pood  Board.  (See 
also  Administrator's  Memorandum  I'To,  30,  dated  Octobfer  28, '1943),  *  *  *  By 
Administra.tor 's  Memorandum  Uo,  31,  dated  October  29,  1943,  the  functions  of  the 
State  and  County  War  Boards  were  reassigned  and  redefined;    so  also  were  those 
of  Administrative  and  Department  line  agencies  in  the  field, 

November  6,  1943':    Under  Supplement  1  to  Administrator's  Hemorandum  Uo,  27, 
dated  November  6,  1943,  the  nam.e  of  the  Office  of  Labor  Supply  was  changed  back 
to  Office  of  Labor,  m.inor  changes  ivcre  m^ade  in  the  functions  of  the  Offices  of 
Budget  and  Finance  and  of  Personnel,  and  the  Office  of  Land  Use  Coordination 
was  added  to  the  list  of  USDA-1;VFA  service  and  staff  agencies, 

December  1,  1943:    x^dministrator ' s  Memorandum  Ijo.  27,  Supplement  2,  v;as  issued 
defining  tiie  functions  of  the  Office  of  Transpo2*tation  and  stating  that  this 
Office  fomed  part  of  the  Office  of  the  War  Food  Administrator  and  v;as  not  one 
of  the  T/FA  program  agencies  , 

December  4,  1943:    WA  announced  a  series  of  steps  to  be  taken  as  part  of  the 
Government  livestock-feed  conservation  urogram.    These  involved  elimination  of 
CCC  subsidies  paid  on  .corn  moving  from  sui-plus  to  eastern  and  southern  deficit 
areas;    an  increase  in  the  price  of  feed  wheat;  -  and  an  offer  to  bu;r  com  during 
the  remainder  of  1943  at  the  old  ceiling  price  in  approximatelv  150  rounties'on 
the  fringe  of  the  Corn  Belt  I'lhere  the  hgyi  corn  ceiling,   effective  December  6, 
amounts  to  a  price  reduction.    The  program  is  designed  to  bring  pric3s  of  various 
feed  grains  more  nearly  into  line  with  one  another,  so  as  to  use  and  conserve 
these  grains  as  efficiently  as  possible  and  make  more  feed  available  in  deficit 
areas  ♦ 
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